16                                      ETIJIl'AL   DOCTRINES.

3.  Through mutual, sincere affection, which is even more
intensive than that which naturally exists between chil-
dren and their parents, husband and wife shall become
one flesh, that is, they shall coalesce in one being, one
person.

4.   Marriage was ordained and blessed by God,, not only
for the purpose of securing the material  and  moral
welfare of the individual, but also to preserve and con-
tinue the human race.

The consequences of these principles are :

(a) As a divine institution, marriage must be sacred and
inviolable,

{&) Perfect union and harmony shall exist between hus-
band and wife; in mutual love and affection they shall
assist each other, contribute to each other's perfection
and happiness, and share a common destiny as to the
good or evil which shall happen to them.

{c) The principle that "man shall cleave TO HIS wife, and
that they shall become one being," excludes Polygamy
as well as Divorce, as contravening the will of God and
the design of marriage.

\(J) The double purpose of marriage to secure the welfare
of the individual and preserve and propagate the human
race, implies the duty of man toward himself and to
human, society to leave the state of singleness and
enter the state of married life, as soon as he is able to
found and support a family.
The same sublime principles concerning the conjugal

relation  pervade  the  other  ethical   books  of  Scripture,

especially the book of Proverbs :

" Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good thing, and obtaineth
favor of the Lord."    (xviii. 22.)